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STRATEGIC CONTEXT

Transport is our means of connecting to people and places. It connects us to
job opportunities, education, health services, shops and essentials — like
groceries and medicine. It connects us to our friends, families and communities.
It connects us to social and cultural places — like marae or church. It connects
us to recreational and social activities. It connects our goods to our customers,
supporting our jobs and livelihoods.

Given its importance, Taupd District Council (the Council) must get the planning
right. And with that comes a need to address some significant transport
challenges.'

¢ Increased traffic is creating barriers and safety concerns, especially for
pedestrians

« Safety remains a top priority
¢ We will have to transition to low emission transport.

» e have an aging population who will require more use
forgiving intersections, pedestrian crossings, and foot

» We will face more severe and frequent weather eve will impact

transport routes.

* Continued growth in national freight, which travels through and often stops in the
district.

e Increased pote r new rural industrial activities which will increase the

Itation with the community, transport operators and other
in more detail.

ate issues paper informed b
identifies and explains these ch
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V|S|ON The social and economic costs of people being unable to fully participate in
society due to transport barriers can be large. Without good transport

“Makfng it easier to get to the peopfe and p!aces we connections, pi 's independence is impa.cted_ People can become i§olaled
want, safefy and sustainab!y. ” , easy and safe transport is a key part of a good quality of

i ding people in wheelchairs, on mobility scooters,
OUR COMMITMENT AND ORDER OF i on scooters. They reduce trip hazards. And they
PRlORlTl ES re inviting for all.

“We will maintain and enhance our transport
networks so they are:

1. Safe

(safery remains the fOp pn-on-fy) i cling instead of driving, we have less traffic, need less

Deaths and injuries on our roads are a huge trauma for th road upgrades, and reduce harmful emissions that contribute to

families involved — and a massive social and economi
communities. Although most fatal and serious cra:
occur on State Highways, which are the respons
(the NZ Transport Agency), the local impacts are sig
communities should not have to fear for their safety.
be safe district for people to live and vi

nge. These are especially relevant with mental health, obesity, and
climate change pressing issues in New Zealand, especially affecting our
younger generations.

We want walking and cycling to be popular, easy and safe. To be popular,
walking and cycling must be attractive and convenient. Having great walking
and cycling opportunities helps make Taupo a great place to live and visit.
2. inclusive
(accessible and affordab
not a barrier to anyone)

Whenever we do something, like a new development, or street improvement,
we will ask the question — is this walking and cycling friendly?
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4. supporting the vibrancy of our town centres and 6. resilient and reliable

fOSI‘EHﬂg social and economic interactions Our transport n rks provide vital and important connections. Keeping

Our towns are the heart of the district. They are where we get together iti cted to necessary goods and services, jobs, and
for economic and social interactions. We want welcoming town streets

that attract locals, shoppers and visitors, and foster economic and social
opportunities.”

From a transport perspective that means our streets must be:
e easy to travel, and intuitive for visitors

e easy to stop and stay (e.g. park)

*» easy to walk around

« vibrant and attractive

*» provide seamless connections and interactions with recreational,
social and economic spaces.

5. well connected to the rest of New Ze leisure, and family — and makes Taup6 district a great place to live.

Over time, with growth, it may not be possible to retain the current ease of
getting around. With strong seasonal and commuting peaks, and quiet roads
the rest of the time, we will aim to manage growth and peaks by making the
and the rest of New Zealand. Priorities ing: most of our existing networks without large expensive new roads, which would
e visitors and tourists coming to Te fistri be unnecessary for much of the time.

Our focus will be on ensuring predictable and reliable travel times, rather than
trying to prevent congestion at peak periods and provide additional

sest domestic et, import infrastructure to cater to increased single person car trips. Slow but stable
largest traffic flow, and a few minutes delay for commuters, and summer visitors is
acceptable. But we will aim to plan to avoid regular risks of large unexpected
delays, where traffic flow breaks down completely and causes uncertainty and
disruption.

growing areas of Auckland, Ha and Tauranga.

e getting goods to/from Auckland (ou
port and distribution centre), and Taura
export port)

« flights that support social and business connec with other parts
of the country. In particular with Auckland, which has connections to
the rest of the country, and to overseas.
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DELIVERING THIS STRATEGY
THROUGH LONG-TERM PLANS

We have finite resources. Transport funding principally comes from
our residents, through property rates and national fuel taxes and road
user charges. Commitment and funding for projects requires weighing
the needs and priorities across all council functions, including
providing water, wastewater, stormwater, solid waste, community
facilities, and community services. The Council must consider
affordability and practise prudent financial management. This is done
through the Council's Long-term Plans, which are consulted on and
agreed every three years. A Long-term Plan sets out the Council's
work programme, commitments and approves funding for projects.

This strategy will guide the investigation of projects and the

development of the Council's Transport Activity Management Flans.
Transport Activity Management Plans will identify the operationa
investment options that can achieve the aims of this strategy
management plans will identify individual projects and pro
their expected benefits, costs, risks, recommended imp
timing and how they align with this strategy, its vision and

To ensure value for money (in addition to directi
significant investment must be supported b
that demonstrates all feasible options ha

Dbust bl
een considere

Figure 1— Framework for the delivery of this strategy

Council vision and long-term strategy
Sets out the Council’s vision and core

values that it seeks to achieve for the district

Transport Strategy

Provides the direction and measures that

Financial Strategy

Promotes prudent financial management,
and determines available funding for
Council services and infrastructure

will guide the delivery of the Council's

transport services and infrastructure

Infrastructure Strategy

Promotes sustainable, whole-of-life asset
management and planning

N7 T

Transport Activity Management Plan

Identifies investment, infrastructure and
service options that will deliver the strategy,
including expected benefits, costs, risks and
recommended implementation timing.

These are set out in
the Long-Term Plan

tional road T@Xes contribute

Government Policy Statement on Land
Transport: Guides national investment from
petrol taxes and road user charges

Regional Land Transport Plan:
Investment programme put forward by all
the councils in a region to seek national
funding.

Development Contributions Policy

Sets out the financial contributions to be
collected from new development for new
infrastructure required to cater to growth.

Taupé District Council annual report

Reports on delivery against the long-term
plan and annual plan.

Reports on performance against measures

Iltem 4.1- Attachment 1
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CONNECTING TAUPO 2020 - 2050 Taupd District Council Transport Strategy
This Transport Strategy replaces previous strategies Other national and regional strategies
« Walking and cycling strategy (2010) The triennial Government Policy Statement on Land Transport, the tirennial

Regional Land Transport Plan, and Waikato Regional Public Transport plan will
feed the direction of investment focus for the Council’s Transport Activity
Management Plans alongside this strategy.

Other relevant Council strategies
Current direction, and other national and regional strategies and plans have
informed this Transport Strategy as identified in the separate Issues Paper.

»

This Transport Strategy sits alongside other key council strategies, including:

e Structure planning, including the Taupd Urban Commercial and Industrial
Structure Plan (CISP).

» Economic development strategy

« TD2050 — growth management strategy

« Recreation strategy

Other Council plans and activities

The Transport Strategy will also guide other council activities and plans,
including:

* Code of Practice — which sets design requirements and standards for new
developments

» Reserve management plans, including the provision of walkways and paths

« Taupo District Plan, including the identification of major roadways, and land
use controls to protect and support transport networks

+ Speed management planning and speed limit register / bylaw
« Parking and traffic management and bylaw

¢ Tree and Vegetation Policy

Page 6 of 36
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Responsibliity for delivery
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