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Fences, _Roadar!g_, Reserves & Dogs Committee Meeting Minutes 31 Janua(y_ 2017

TAUPO DISTRICT COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE FENCES, ROADING, RESERVES & DOGS COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 72 LAKE TERRACE, TAUPO
ON TUESDAY, 31 JANUARY 2017 AT 10.00AM

PRESENT: Cr Barry Hickling (in the Chair), Cr John Wilkamson, Cr John Boddy, Cr Zane
Cozens, Cr Anna Park

IN ATTENDANCE: Chief Executive, Group Manager: Operational Services, Group Manager: Business
& Technology, Democracy & Community Engagement Manager Corporate
Solicitor, Infrastructure Manager, Transport & Projects Manager, Consents &
Regulatory Manager, Senior Reserves Planner, Senior Communications Advisor,
Online Communications Advisor, Compliance Team Supervisor, Compliance
Officer, Business Support Manager, Business Support Officer and Democratic
Services & Legal Officer.

MEDIA AND PUBLIC: Six members of the public
Taupo Times
Note: Al the beginning of the meeting, the Chairman advised that item 4.1 would be recorded and the
recording would be available on request after the meeting.
1 APOLOGIES
Nii
2 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Nil
3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Nil

4 REPORTS

41 REQUEST FROM MS DENISE BARNES - MENACING DOG CLASSIFICATION

Ms Barnes read out a statement, providing her account of the incident which lead to the menancing
classification of her dog, Tilly Matilda, and other information to support her view that the dog should not be
classified as menacing.

In answer to questions Ms Barnes advised that:

If Tily Matilkda should be muzzled, every dog should be muzzled. It was a matter of luck as to
whether dogs were classilied as menacing or not

- It had not been proven that the marks on the other dog were a result of Tilly Matiida attacking.

She had decided to keep Tilly Matilda nght away from the main path at the market although an
SPCA representative had advised there was nothing wrong with Tilly Matiida continuing to collect
for that organsation. Another dog had repeatedly come up to Tilly Matilda which had caused her to
bark in response,

- She kept Tilly Matilda out of the path of others to prevent her barking and lo give more room lo
others with dogs

it was decided that Ms Bames’ request should be declined, because an incident did occur and members
wanted to be consistent in their decision-making and ensure the public was safe.

FRD201701/01 RESOLUTION

Moved: Cr Zane Cozens
Seconded. Cr.John Boddy

Page 1
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VFences,r Roadm_g_, Reserves & Dogs Committee Meeting Minutes 31 Janua(y 2017

That the Fences, Roading, Reserves & Dogs Commiltee dechines the requesl for revocation of the
Committee's decision FRD201509/04.

CARRIED
Councilior John Willlamson requested his dissent to resolution FRD201701/01 above be recorded.

The meeting adjourned at this point [10 59am] and reconvened at 11.06am.

42 REQUEST FOR REMOVAL OF TREES - WAIRAKEI DRIVE
In answer to a question the Infrastructure Manager advised that in the past Council had borne the cost of this
type of work involving trees on the road reserve.

Members decided to defer further consideration of the item until a site visit had been arranged. Planting
plans would be provided to members pnor to the site visit

43 REQUEST FOR REMOVAL OF TREES - 90 RICHMOND AVENUE AND 2 CHERRY LANE

Three maps were fabled to assist members’ consideration of tems 42 and 4.3 — Wairakei Drive, 90
Richmond Avenue; and 2 Cherry Lane [A1864120]
FRD201701/02 RESOLUTION

Moved: Cr Zane Cozens
Seconded: Cr Anna Park

That the Fences, Roading, Reserves & Dogs Committee approves the removal of the Cyprus tree at 90
Richmond Avenue in Taupo.

That the Fences, Roading, Reserves & Dogs Committee approves the removal of the Cherry tree in Reeves
Road at 2 Cherry Lane in Acacia Bay.

CARRIED

44 HEARING OF OBJECTION TO DISQUALIFICATION AS DOG OWNER - B HAUMAHA

Mr B Haumaha addressed the Committee and the following points were noted:

- The registration of Mr Haumaha's dog Portia had been overlooked because it was due at a very
stressful time — Mr Haumaha's wife was pregnant and experiencing major issues and he was away
for work. Mr Haumaha had left a telephone message for one of the Comphkance Officers which was
not picked up, but he did acknowledge there had been a lack of communication on his part

- Mr Haumaha had done the best he could to work with Council staff to keep his dog and he was
willing to continue working together to get the best oulcomes possible

- Mr Haumaha's work required him to travel overseas for periods of time. He offered to pay
registration fees in advance in fulure to avoid this happening again

- Portia was classified as a menacing dog, but was completely different with Mr Haumaha's family
members. Deer fencing and a padlock were used to keep Portia secure on the property.

5 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

FRD201701/03 RESOLUTION

Moved: Cr Zane Cozens
Seconded. Cr Anna Park
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Fences, Roadang,_ Reserves & Dogs Committee Meeting Minutes

31 January A201 7

RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC

I move that the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for passing this
resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48[1] of the local government
official information and meetings act 1987 for the passing of this resolution are as follows:

General subject of each matter
to be considered

Reason for passing this
resolution in relation to each
matter

Ground(s) under Section 48{1)
for the passing of this
resolution

Agenda item No: 5.1
Objection to disqualification from
being & dog owner - B Haumaha

Section 48(2)(a)(1) - the exciusion
of the public from the whole or the
relevant part of the proceedings of
the meeting is necessary to
enable the Council to deliberate in
private on its decision or
recommendation where a nght of
appeal lies to any court or tribunal
against the final decision of the
Council in these proceedings

Saction 4B(2)(a)(i)- the exclusion
of the public from the whole or the
relevant part of the proceedings of
the meeling Is necessary to
enable the Council to deliberate in
private on its decision or
recommendation where a right of
appeal ies to any court or tnbunal
against the final decision of the
Council in these proceedings

The Meeting closed at 11.40am.

CARRIED

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Fences, Roading, Reserves & Dogs Committee

Meeting held on 21 March 2017.

CHAIRPERSON
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Iltem 3.1- Attachment 1

Page 5



Fences, Roading, Reserves & Dogs Committee Meeting Attachments 21 March 2017

Confidential Fences, Roading, Reserves & Dogs Committee Meeting Minutes 31 January 2017

TAUPO DISTRICT COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE CONFIDENTIAL FENCES, ROADING, RESERVES & DOGS COMMITTEE MEETING
HELD AT THE COUNCIL CHAMBER, 72 LAKE TERRACE, TAUPO
ON TUESDAY, 31 JANUARY 2017 AT 10.00AM

PRESENT: Cr Barry Hickling (in the Chair), Cr John Wilkamson, Cr John Boddy, Cr Zane
Cozens, Cr Anna Park

IN ATTENDANCE: Chief Executive, Group Manager: Operational Services, Group Manager: Business
& Technology, Democracy & Community Engagement Manager, Consenis &
Regulatory Manager, Senior Communications Advisor, Compliance Team
Supervisor, Comphance Officer, Business Support Manager, Business Support
Officer and Democratic Services & Legal Officer.

MEDIA AND PUBLIC: NIl

1 APOLOGIES
Nil
2 CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Nii
3 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
Nil
4 REPORTS
Nil
5 CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

5.1 OBJECTION TO DISQUALIFICATION FROM BEING A DOG OWNER - B HAUMAHA

Members decided to rescind Mr Haumaha's disqualification classification and make him a probationary dog
owner for a period of five (5) years.

FRD201701/C05 RESOLUTION

Moved Cr Zane Cozens
Seconded: Cr Anna Park

That the Fences, Roading, Reserves & Dogs Committee rescinds the classificabion of Mr Brian Haumaha as
a disqualified dog owner and makes him a probationary dog owner for a period of five (5) years.

CARRIED

The Meeting closed at 11.40am.

The minutes of this meeting were confirmed at the Confidential Fences, Roading, Reserves & Dogs
Committee Meeting held on 21 March 2017.

CHAIRPERSON

FE’age' 1
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SUBJECT: Waipapa Street Accessway & Beach Access - Kuratau
DATE: 24 November 2016

OBJECTIVE DOCUMENT ID: A1787213

BACKGROUND

This report provides the background for the stopping of Lot 26 DP 52469 Block Il Pukeiti Survey
District (Plan below) the access way between 25 and 27 Waipapa Street in Kuratau and the
purpose to which the stopped road will be put to meet the requirements of Schedule 10 of the
Local Government Act 1974.

" ) o -Si o . )
@ "o §] i § : % _,___3\\

L0725 QIS

RRALTOH DR

IRERERNCEATYY B ARISOVES
O BE RDSHARAL A
NALORAE T AR T
p & '.;u“ =

SRR

The access way was vested in the Taumarunui County and dates back to the original development
of Kuratau and provided access from Waipapa Street to the lake front via a stairway and track
across a steep escarpment.

Access Way

Item 4.1- Attachment 1 Page 7
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The access way leads to a wooden stairway and track that traverses the escarpment to arrive at
the lakeshore immediately west of the Kuratau water supply intake pump station. The slope of the
escarpment is typically 50 degrees and the grade of the frack varies but is as steep as 24 degrees
in places

The escarpment was planted in Australian Blackwoods (Acacia Melanoxylon) up until late
2010/early 2011 when the trees were removed at the request of residents in Waipapa Street. The
slope was subsequently planted with small native shrubs (Hebe spp).

In 2013 a slip occurred on the escarpment just beyond the access way that undermined a section
of stairway making the track unusable. It was determined at that time that it was not practicable to
repair the stairway and track. The access way was thus closed at both ends to prevent further
access. It has been closed since that time.

Slip Escarpment 2013

There is another beach access way 195metres to the west (from Pihanga Road, Hinerangi Place
and Te Ara Hori Road) as well as access from Pihanga Road Boat Ramp (260metres east) and
Omori Road Boat Ramp (750metres) wesl.

S o= S S > )
27 Waipapa _
| Street -
F — _‘(& “ e

Recent photo  showing the
escarpment, slip area and fenced
walkway
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PROPOSAL

Council has received a request from a landowner adjoining the closed access way at #27 Waipapa
(to the left of the access way in the above photo) to purchase the land that forms the walkway and
amalgamate it with their own land parcel.

Council's reserves planners have advised that the access-way serves no purpose as a lake access
due to it terminating in a steep drop off which is unusable as a means to get to the lake. It is
therefore considered appropriate that the land be disposed of.

The access way land is defined as road therefore prior to disposal the road must be stopped in
accordance with Schedule 10 of the Local Government Act 1974,

The access-way is shown as Lot 26 on Deposited Plan 52469. A copy of this plan, together with
this report, is to be made available for public inspection at Council’s offices. Council will, at least
twice over a period of 2 weeks or more, give public notice of the road stopping proposal and of the
place where the plan may be inspected. Persons objecting to the proposal may lodge their
objections in writing at Council’s office on or before a specified date, being a date at least 40 days
after the date of the first public notice. Council will also serve a notice in the same form on the
owners and occupiers of all land adjoining the access-way after that first publication.

Council must then fix a notice of the proposed stoppage in a conspicuous place at each end of the
access way, which is to be maintained there for the duration of the notice and objection period.

If no objections are received within the specified time period, Council may declare by public notice
that the road is stopped. Thereafter Council must transmit two copies of that stopping notice and
the plan to the Chief Surveyor for their record. Notice of the road stoppage does not take effect
until that record is made.

Subject to the completion of the road stopping process, the Council will then transfer the former
access way to the adjoining landowner who will arrange for it to be amalgamated with their land in
exchange for payment of the agreed consideration as established by a Registered Valuer
appointed by Council plus all legal and survey costs and disbursements in connection with the road
stopping and disposal process.

Item 4.1- Attachment 1 Page 9
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ITEM NO:
TO: TURANGI-TONGARIRO COMMUNITY BOARD
FROM: District Offices Manager
SUBJECT: Waipapa Street Accessway & Beach Access - Kuratau
SIGNIFICANT DECISION: NO
DATE: 13 August 2013
OBJECTIVE DOCUMENT ID: A1138741

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This item is for the Board to consider the possible closure of the accessway or replacement of the
stairway from Waipapa Street to the Lakefront and beach area west of the Kuratau Boat ramp.
There was a slip recently on the escarpment that has undermined a section of the stairway
creating a hazard to users. The accessway is currently taped off and sign posted.

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION

1. That the accessway located between 25 and 27 Waipapa Street, Kuratau be closed
by means of physical barrier.

2. That the wooden stairway structure and handrails are removed to deter public
access onto the escarpment.

Item 4.1- Attachment 2 Page 10
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REASON FOR REPORT
To consider the possible closure of the accessway between 25 and 27 Waipapa Street in Kuratau.
BACKGROUND

The accessway was vested in the Taumarunui County under the Counties Amendment Act and
dates back to the original development of Kuratau. The wooden stairway is of unknown origin, and
does not appear to have been professionally constructed. The stairway is recorded in Taupo
District Council's Reserves Asset register.

Earlier this year a slip occurred on the escarpment that undermined the upper section of the
accessway creating a significant hazard for users.

DISCUSSION

The accessway leads to a wooden stairway and track that traverses the escarpment to arrive at the
lakeshore immediately west of the Kuratau water supply intake pump station. The slope of the
escarpment is typically 50 degrees and the grade of the track varies but is as steep as 24 degrees
in places.

The escarpment was planted in Australian Blackwoods (Acacia Melanoxylon) up until late
2010/early 2011 when the trees were removed at the request of residents in Waipapa Street. The
slope was subsequently planted with small native shrubs (Hebe spp). Currently there is a mixture
of native species (planted and naturally regenerating) as well as various weed species. (see photo
1)

Earlier this year a slip occurred on the escarpment at the rear of 25 Waipapa Street. The slip is
approximately 15 metres long by 25 metres at its widest point (approx 225 square metres in area)
and has undermined the stairway at the top of the track. (see photo 2)

One option is to close the accessway between 25 and 27 Waipapa Street (either through legal
process or through physical barriers) and remove the existing wooden structure from the
escarpment thereby removing any access. This solution is both cost effective and safer from a
land stability point of view.

There is another beach accessway 195metres to the west (from Pihanga Road, Hinerangi Place
and Te Ara Hori Road) as well as access from Pihanga Road Boat Ramp (260metres east) and
Omori Road Boat Ramp (750metres) west.

Chris Smith (Central Plateau Builders) has supplied an estimate to replace the stairway with a new
compliant structure (See attached report) but was unable to suggest a way to safely anchor the top
section of accessway In the area of the slip without having a geotechnical report to advise
appropriate pile size, depths etc. The site is not readily accessible for machinery to be able to
drive the piles.

DESIRED OUTCOME

To close the accessway between 25 and 27 Waipapa Street by means of physical barrier and
remove the existing wooden stairway and handrail from the escarpment track.

CONSIDERATIONS

. Financial Considerations
The full cost to replace the accessway has not been determined because of the need to
obtain a geotechnical assessment of the site before designing a pile or similar anchoring
system for the upper section of stairway. The estimated cost to replace the existing
wooden stairway is $25,990.00 inc gst. There is no renewals budget allocated for the
project.

. Legal Considerations
If the section of accessway between 25 and 27 Waipapa Street is to be closed there is a
legal process (QOutlined in appended LGA 1974 No. 66 Public Act Schedule 10) to be
followed.

Item 4.1- Attachment 2 Page 11
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= Policy Implications
None foreseen

. Risks
1/ If the accessway remains open there is a significant Health & Safety risk to members
of the public.
2/ Any site works on the escarpment could aggravate the land stability issues further
causing more erosion, possibly impacting on the Waipapa Street properties as well as
the public reserve.

OPTIONS

Analysis of Options

Option 1.
Reconstruct wooden stairway to current building standards
Advantages Disadvantages
« Retains current access for residents and | « Increased risk of erasion resulting from site
maintains current Level of Service works and continued foot traffic in the
area.
« Cost of replacement not in the renewals
program.
Option 2.

Close the accessway to public access (but retain ownership of the accessway between
25 and 27 Waipapa Street). Remove wooden structure.

Advantages Disadvantages
+ Most cost effective option + On-going maintenance of accessway
+ Accessway can be reopened in future depending on type of physical barrier
should circumstances change, bank used.
stabilise etc. + Public lose an access point to the lakeshore
+ Hazard is removed - reduction in service
« Site is not subject to any activities that
promote erosion

Option 3.
Close the accessway to public access and formally close the accessway between 25
and 27 Waipapa Street
Advantages Disadvantages
« Mo further maintenance required ¢« Public lose an access point to the lakeshore
e Hazard is removed — reduction in service
« Site is not subject to any activities that ¢ Lengthy process involved to legally close the
promote erosion accessway
« Once the accessway is closed there is no
option to re-establish access
CONSULTATION

The Omori/Kuratau Residents and Ratepayers Committee have been advised of the hazard
associated with the stairway and the temporary closure. The committee have no objections to the
closure of the accessway.

COMMUNICATION/MEDIA

Communication via media as well as Residents and Ratepayers newsletter to advise the
community of the issues around replacement or closure. Public notification is required by law if the
accessway Is to be closed permanently (see appended LGA 1974 No. 66 Public Act Schedule 10).

Item 4.1- Attachment 2 Page 12
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CONCLUSION

The stairway from the Waipapa Street accessway to the lakefront is in a dangerous condition due
to erosion of the escarpment. The most cost effective and safest solution is to physically close the
accessway and remove the wooden stairway. There will no doubt be a level of disappointment
amongst residents and holiday makers at losing a direct access from Waipapa Street to the beach.
However, the land stability issues are significant and the viability of maintaining a structure on the
escarpment makes it difficult to recommend replacement of the wooden stairway.

SUGGESTED RESOLUTION

1. That the accessway located between 25 and 27 Waipapa Street, Kuratau be closed
by means of physical barrier.

2. That the wooden stairway structure and handrails are removed to deter public
access onto the escarpment.

Report Prepared by: Report Reviewed by:

Greg Hadley John Ridd

District Offices Manager District Manager — Parks & Public Spaces
ATTACHMENTS

1/ LGA 1974 No. 66 Public Act Schedule 10
2/ Aerial photo of accessways

3/ Builders Report — Central Plateau Builders
4/ Photos showing slip
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Schedule 10 B30
Conditions as to stopping of roads and the -
temporary prohibition of traffic on roads

e  Schedule 10: mserted, on 1 April 1979, by section 3(1) of the Local Government Amendment Act 1978
(1978 No 43).

Stopping of roads

« The council shall prepare a plan of the road proposed to be stopped. together
with an explanation as to why the road is to be stopped and the purpose or
purposes to which the stopped road will be put, and a survey made and a plan
prepared of any new road proposed to be made in lieu thereof, showing the
lands through which it is proposed to pass. and the owners and occupiers of
those lands so far as known, and shall lodge the plan in the office of the Chief
Surveyor of the land district in which the road is situated. The plan shall
separately show any area of esplanade reserve which will become vested in
the council under section 345(3).

Schedule 10 clause 1: amended, on 1 October 1991, by section 362 of the Resource Management
Act 1991 (1991 No 69).

« On receipt of the Chief Surveyor's notice of approval and plan number the
council shall open the plan for public inspection at the office of the council,
and the council shall at least twice, at intervals of not less than 7 days, give
public notice of the proposals and of the place where the plan may be
inspected. and shall in the notice call upon persons objecting to the proposals
to lodge their objections in writing at the office of the council on or before a
date to be specified in the notice, being not earlier than 40 days afier the date
of the first publication thereof. The council shall also forthwith after that first
publication serve a notice in the same form on the occupiers of all land
adjoining the road proposed to be stopped or any new road proposed to be
made in lieu thereof. and. in the case of any such land of which the occupier is
not also the owner. on the owner of the land also, so far as they can be
ascertained.

« A notice of the proposed stoppage shall during the period between the first
publication of the notice and the expiration of the last day for lodging
objections as aforesaid be kept fixed in a conspicuous place at each end of the
road proposed to be stopped:
provided that the council shall not be deemed to have failed to comply with
the provisions of this clause in any case where any such notice is removed
without the authority of the council. but in any such case the council shall, as
soon as conveniently may be after being informed of the unauthorised
removal of the notice, cause a new notice complying with the provisions of

Item 4.1- Attachment 3 Page 14
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h

10

this clause to be affixed in place of the notice so removed and to be kept so
affixed for the period aforesaid.

If no objections are received within the time limited as aforesaid, the council
may by public notice declare that the road is stopped; and the road shall.
subject to the council's compliance with clause 9, thereafter cease to be a road.

If objections are received as aforesaid, the council shall, after the expiration of
the period within which an objection must be lodged. unless it decides to
allow the objections. send the objections together with the plans aforesaid,

and a full description of the proposed alterations to the Environment Court.
Schedule 10 clause 5: amended, on 2 September 1996, pursuant to section 6(2)(a) of the Resource
Management Amendment Act 1996 (1996 No 160).

The Environment Court shall consider the district plan, the plan of the road
proposed to be stopped. the council's explanation under clause 1. and any
objection made thereto by any person, and confirm, modify, or reverse the
decision of the council which shall be final and conclusive on all questions.
Schedule 10 clause 6: replaced, on 1 October 1991, by section 362 of the Resource Management
Act 1991 (1991 No 69).

Schedule 10 clause 6: amended, on 2 September 1996, pursuant to section 6(2)(a) of the Resource
Management Amendment Act 1996 (1996 No 160).

If the Environment Court reverses the decision of the council. no proceedings
shall be entertained by the Environment Court for stopping the road for 2
years thereafter.

Schedule 10 clause 7: amended, on 2 September 1996, pursuant to section 6(2)(a) of the Resource
Management Amendment Act 1996 (1996 No 160).

If the Environment Court confirms the decision of the council, the council
may declare by public notice that the road is stopped: and the road shall.
subject to the council's compliance with clause 9. thereafter cease to be a road.
Schedule 10 clause 8: amended, on 2 September 1996, pursuant to section 6(2)(a) of the Resource
Management Amendment Act 1996 (1996 No 160).

Two copies of that notice and of the plans hereinbefore referred to shall be
transmitted by the council for record in the office of the Chief Surveyor of the
land district in which the road is situated. and no notice of the stoppage of the
road shall take effect until that record is made.
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« The Chief Surveyor shall allocate a new description of the land comprising
the stopped road. and shall forward to the District Land Registrar or the
Registrar of Deeds, as the case may require, a copy of that description and a
copy of the notice and the plans transmitted to him by the council, and the
Registrar shall amend his records accordingly

Item 4.1- Attachment 3 Page 16
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T e her i

9 JAN 2017
0 ] 24 Waipapa Street, Kuratau
RECEIVED | 5 January 2017
(Postal address: PO Box 25604, Auckland 1740)

The Property Officer, Taupo District Council, Private Bag 2005, Taupo 3330

Objection to proposed road stopping of pedestrian access 25 - 27 Waipapa Street, Kuratau.
Lot 26 deposited Plan 52469

We have owned the property at 24 Waipapa Street Kuratau directly affected by this proposal for
some 23 years. We wish to lodge an objection for the following reasons:

1. TDC removal of trees protecting escarpment and walkway.

Our understanding is that it was TDC that removed the trees protecting the escarpment below
numbers 25 & 27 Waipapa St. It seems reasonable to expect that TDC arborists and slope stability
specialists would have given their OK to the tree removal, prior to Council undertaking this work.

The escarpment had been stable for some 20 years prior to TDC's removal of these trees so it
appears that it was TDC's action that lead to the slip below these properties. It therefore seems only
fair and equitable that TDC should make good and reinstate the walkway.

2. Removal of amenity and diminution in property value.
We bought our property at Kuratau because Kuratau was well planned and well laid out with
walking tracks providing safe car-free access to the lake from many properties.

When we purchased our particular property at 24 Waipapa Street it was serviced by two pedestrian
access-ways to the lake:

One through "common usage” down the private right-of-way at the end of Waipapa Street to
the lake reserve behind Hinerangi Place then down steps to the lake. This access has been unusable
for some time due to unwilling & abusive owners at no 33 Waipapa St.

The other closer and more desirable access has been through the subject walkway between
25 & 27 Waipapa St, which TDC has closed.

We believe that our property is diminished in utility, desirability and value due to the removal of the
amenity of adjacent pedestrian lake access.

3. Rates paid
Given the rates that we and other property owners in the area have paid TDC over the years, it seems
reasonable to request that TDC now fund reinstatement of the walkway.

We ask you therefore to give serious consideration to reopening the walkway between 25 & 27
Waipapa Street and therefore formally object to the "road stopping" as notified.

Note - a number of other ratepayers and property occupants may be interested in the re-opening of
this walkway but may not be aware of the road stopping notice. (Many properties in Waipapa Street
and nearby are holiday homes, where the houses are occupied but not necessarily by the owners). It
is possible that there would be more objections if more people were made aware of this proposal e.g.
by a TDC mail-out and/or Omori-Kuratau newsletter.

Yours faithfully, V&

~Piane and Alistair Thomson
Email d.alistair.thomson@gmail.com, Mobile 021 336 114
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TAURO DR TRIT O]
Taupo District Council 15 Riverpark Drive 9
Private Bag 2005 Kuratau 09 JAN 207
Taupo 3330 DEOEIV/ER :
Postal address: L
6 First Avenue
Stanley Point
Auckland 0624
5 January 2017

To: The Property Officer

Subject: Objection to Road Stopping and Divestment of Walkway between 25 and 27 Waipapa
Street, Lot 26 DP 52469

Dear Sir,

I object to the stopping of the road at Lot 26 DP 52469 and it's divestment as proposed in council
document A1787213. | am writing this in both the capacity of an occupant of Waipapa Street
(through use of the property at 24 Waipapa Street) and also as a ratepayer and owner of 15
Riverpark Drive, Kuratau.

I had used the walkway regularly from 1987 to 2013 when the slip occurred, a period of 26 years.
The absence of pedestrian access to the lake reserve from Waipapa street significantly reduces the
amenity in this part of Kuratau.

I provide further details and commentary regarding my position under the following headers:
1, Cause of walkway closure

2, Impact of current walkway closure

3, Walkway reinstatement

1. Cause of walkway closure

It is understood the walkway was closed as a result of a slip in 2013. It could be reasonably inferred
that the council action to remove the existing Blackwood trees in 2010/2011 directly led to the slope
instability and subsequent collapse of the walkway.

2, Impact of current walkway closure

Council document A1787213 indicates an alternative lake access is available 195m to the west via
the council reserve however this statement is grossly misleading as it is not possible to access the
walkway from Waipapa street without walking down Waipapa Street and up Pihanga road. The
actual walking distance to the lake from the closed track via the reserve to the west is 800m.
Likewise the council document states the Kuratau boat ramp is 260m to the east whereas the
measured pedestrian distance from the closed track is 570m.

In practice I, and other people with children, now routinely drive to the lake. This is a backwards
step from an environmental and transport perspective. Increased traffic has also increased demand
for parking at the Kuratau boat ramp and increased beach congestion in the vicinity of the boat
ramp. Walking with children through the boat ramp area is far from safe and I would hate to think
what would happen if a reversing trailer hit a child.

The council document A 1787213 also infers that people do not use the embankment or closed track
to access the lake. It is common knowledge that residents on the southern side of Waipapa Street do
access the lake via the council reserve embankment via a network of unofficial tracks despite the
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official walkway being closed. It would seem apparent the council is contributing to an unsafe
environment by encouraging DIY track development through failure to provide a safe alternative.

It is also of note that Kuratau relies on a network of walkways that provide amenity together as a
system. The loss of a walkway negatively impacts the overall utility of the system.

3. Walkway reinstatement

Divestment of the land is counter to the South Western Bay Settlements Reserve Management Plan
(ref pg 30, para 3 Access and Circulation) which was adopted in June 2015 and states the ability to
reinstate the walkway would be preserved.

Given it appears Council action to remove trees resulted in damage to and closure of the walkway it
would be deeply concerning if the council is now take a course of action other than reinstatement of
the walkway. I also believe there may be grounds to pursue the council and its representatives for
negligence in this regard. I will consider pursuing this matter further should the walkway not be
reinstated.

Council document A1787213 states it was determined in 2013, when the slip occurred, that it was
"not practicable" to repair the stairway and track. Please provide further details of these
investigations. It would seem reasonable to reconsider options to reopen the walkway now that
three years have elapsed and vegetation to stabilise the slope has had time to take effect.

Summary
[ object to the stopping of the road and it's divestment. I also request reinstatement of the walkway
and look forward to your response in this regard.

Yours faithfully,

MZ

Mark Thomson
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TAUPO DISTRICT COUNCIL
09 JAN 2017 18 Walpap;l( igetz:l
61] 2017

(Postal address: PO Box 28855, Auckland 1541)

The Property Officer, Taupo District Council, Private Bag 2005, Taupo 3330

Objection to proposed road stopping of pedestrian access 25 - 27 Waipapa Street, Kuratau.
Lot 26 deposited Plan 52469

We have owned the property at 18 Waipapa Street Kuratau directly affected by this proposal for
since 1985. We wish to lodge an objection for the following reasons:

1. TDC removal of trees protecting escarpment and walkway.

Our understanding is that it was TDC that removed the trees protecting the escarpment below
numbers 25 & 27 Waipapa St. It seems reasonable to expect that TDC arborists and slope stability
specialists would have given their OK to the tree removal, prior to Council undertaking this work.
After the removal of the trees, we contacted TDC, and on two separate occasions we were assured
that a planting programme was planned and there would be no adverse effects on the bank.
Therefore, we could be assured that our use of the walkway and direct access to the lakefront would
be continued and maintained.

The escarpment had been stable for some 30 years prior to TDC's removal of these trees so it
appears that it was TDC's action that lead to the slip below these properties. It therefore seems only
fair and equitable that TDC should make good and reinstate the walkway as per the assurances we
were promised.

2. Removal of amenity and diminution in property value.

We bought our property at Kuratau because Kuratau was well planned and well laid out with
walking tracks providing safe car-free access to the lake from many properties; especially for the
number of children and grandchildren who frequently holiday in this street.

When we purchased our particular property at 18 Waipapa Street it was serviced by two pedestrian
access-ways to the lake:

One through "common usage” down the private right-of-way at the end of Waipapa Street to the lake
reserve behind Hinerangi Place then down steps to the lake. This access has been unusable for some
time due to unwilling & abusive owners at no 33 Waipapa St.

The other closer and more desirable access has been through the subject walkway between 25 & 27
Waipapa St, which TDC has closed.

We believe that our property is diminished in utility, desirability and value due to the removal of the
amenity of adjacent pedestrian lake access.

The TDC has stated that there is another comparable public walkway 195 metres
to the west, from Pihanga Road, Hinerangi Place and Te Ara Hori Road - but
this is only as the crow flies. There is absolutely no direct access to this walkway
from Waipapa Street. The only way of accessing this walkway is by walking at
least 1.5km door to door.
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Plus, there is a flight of over 100 steps to negotiate to get to the lake. There is
just no comparison to the accessibility of the public walkway under
consideration. The Council is making an unfair and unrealistic comparison.

3. Rates paid
Given the rates that we and other property owners in the area have paid TDC over the years, it seems
reasonable to request that TDC now fund reinstatement of the walkway.

We ask you therefore to give serious consideration to reopening the walkway between 25 & 27
Waipapa Street and therefore formally object to the "road stopping" as notified.

Note - Could the TDC please check that the appropriate legally required notice of this closure has
been followed. As an affected resident, we would have not been aware of this issue had we not been
informed by another house owner in the street. As 18 Waipapa Street is our holiday home we are
not there permanently and rely on the TDC to take all reasonable steps to inform the residents of any
changes that affect the quality of living and consequent value of the property at a lakeside holiday
area. A number of other ratepayers and property occupants may be interested in the re-opening of
this walkway but may not be aware of the road stopping notice. (Many properties in Waipapa Street
and nearby are holiday homes, where the houses are occupied but not necessarily by the owners). It
is possible that there would be more objections if more people were made aware of this proposal e.g.
by a TDC mail-out and/or Omori-Kuratau newsletter.

Yours faithfully,

M ‘ 7 /{;M\ﬂ\

Stephen and Gail Hofmann (Praha Trust)
Phone: 021-487878
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Hi Denis
Thank you for that information which, along with my site inspection helped put things in perspective,

Mormally the Walking Access Commission encourages the retention of unformed legal roads in order to preserve
acoess options for the future. However, given the particular circumstances at Waipapa Street and that there are
satisfactory access alternatives to the lakeshore reserve nearby, the commission sees no need to be any further

invgived in this proposal,
Kind regards

JOHN GIBBS

Regional field advisor - Bay of Plenty

New Zealand Walking Access Commission | Ara Hikoi Aotearoa
m: 021 380 726 | w: www.walkingaccess.govt.nz

1 work part-time and variable hours and will respond to anguiries as soon as possible.

FPromoting access in the outdoors

The imformation in this emai is conffidential and may be legaly privileged. It fs intended solely for the addressee. docess fo this
emall by anyone efse s unauthonsed. If you have recelved this communication in arror, please notify us by refurn emad
immedistely with the subject heading “Received in errar”, then delate the email and destroy any copiss of it. If you are nor the
intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, disiribution ar any action taken or omitied to be taken in relance on it, is prombited
and may be uniawiil, The New Jealand Walking Access Commission cannct guarantes thal emal communications are secure or
errar-free, as information couwld be intercepted, corrupted, amended, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain
virses,

From: Denis Lewis [mailto: dlewis@taupo. govt.nz]

Sent: Wednesday, 7 December 2016 4:17

To: Juhn Gibbs

Subject: RE: CMS 3662 Proposed stopping of legal road {accessway) at Waipapa St, Kuratau
Hi John

As discussed this affernoon | have attached the document available at our offices describing the proposal. | have also
attached an aerial view of the site showing allernale public access available.

Any further questions please don't hesitate to cal

Regards

Denis Lewis Manager Infrastructure

Taupd District Council = 72 Lake Terace, Taupd 3330
Private Bag 2005 - Taupd Mail Centre « Taupd 3352 - New Zealand

D +64 7376 0783 T +64 7 376 089D M 021 702 173 E dlawis@laupo.govinz
Follow us on Facebook and Twitler
wwwy. faupo. NZ
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From: John Gbbs [mailto: John. Gibbs@walkingaccess.govinz|

Sent: Wednesday, 7 December 2016 11:07 a.m.

To: Denis Lewis

Subject: CMS 3662 Proposed stopping of legal road {acocessway) at Waipapa St, Kuratau

Hi Dennis

I saw the public notification of the council’s proposal to stop the section of legal road forming a walkway between 25
and 27 Waipapa 5t, Kuratad. The NZ Walking Access Commission has an interest in secuning and maintaining
enduring public access, especially access to public land as in this case. | would like to have a look at the detailed
plans and have a chat to you ar one of your staff to gain an understanding of the purpose of this proposal before the
commission decides on whether or not to make a submission.

Please email me or call my number below.
Kind Regards

JOHN GIBBS

Regional field advisor - Bay of Plenty

New Zealand Walking Access Commission | Ara Hikol Aotearoa
M: 021 380 726 | w: www. walkingaccess. govt.n?

I work part-time and variable hours and will respond ta enguiries as span as possible,

Promoting access in the outdoors
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