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Clause 25 of Schedule 7 to the Local Government Act 2002 
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Extracts from Standing Orders 2022-2025  

15.  Public Forums | Ngā Matapakinga a te Marea  

Public forums are a defined period of time, usually at the start of an ordinary meeting, which, at the 

discretion of a meeting, is put aside for the purpose of public input. Public forums are designed to 

enable members of the public to bring matters of their choice, not necessarily on the meeting’s 

agenda, to the attention of the local authority.  

In the case of a committee, subcommittee, local or community board, any issue, idea, or matter 

raised in a public forum, must fall within the terms of reference of that body.  

15.1  Time limits | Ngā tepenga wā  

A period of up to 30 minutes, or such longer time as the meeting may determine, will be available 

for the public forum at each scheduled local authority meeting. Requests must be made to the chief 

executive (or their delegate) at least one clear day before the meeting; however this requirement 

may be waived by the chairperson. Requests should also outline the matters that will be addressed 

by the speaker(s).  

Speakers can speak for up to 5 minutes. Where the number of speakers presenting in the public 

forum exceeds 6 in total, the chairperson has discretion to restrict the speaking time permitted for 

all presenters.  

15.2  Restrictions | Ngā Herenga  

The chairperson has the discretion to decline to hear a speaker or to terminate a presentation at any 

time where:  

• A speaker is repeating views presented by an earlier speaker at the same public forum;  

• The speaker is criticising elected members and/or staff;  

• The speaker is being repetitious, disrespectful or offensive;  

• The speaker has previously spoken on the same issue;  

• The matter is subject to legal proceedings; and  

• The matter is subject to a hearing, including the hearing of submissions where the local 

authority or committee sits in a quasi-judicial capacity.  

15.3  Questions at public forums | Ngā pātai i ngā matapakinga a te marea  

At the conclusion of the presentation, with the permission of the chairperson, elected members may 

ask questions of speakers. Questions are to be confined to obtaining information or clarification on 

matters raised by a speaker.    

15.4  No resolutions | Kāore he tatūnga  

Following the public forum, no debate or decisions will be made at the meeting on issues raised 

during the forum unless related to items already on the agenda. (See the LGNZ Guide to Standing 

Orders for suggestions of good practice in dealing with issues raised during a forum).  

15.5 Application of restrictions I Te hāngaitanga o ngā Herenga 

Clause 15.2 above applies to members of the public addressing meetings at any time, not just as 

part of a scheduled public forum session. 
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Extracts from Standing Orders 2022-2025  

9.1 Items of business not on the agenda which cannot be delayed | Ngā take kāore i runga i te 

rārangi take e kore e taea te whakaroa  

A meeting may deal with an item of business that is not on the agenda where the meeting resolves 

to deal with that item and the chairperson provides the following information during the public part 

of the meeting:    

(a) The reason the item is not on the agenda; and   

(b) The reason why the discussion of the item cannot be delayed until a subsequent 

meeting.   

LGOIMA, s 46A(7).  

Items not on the agenda may be brought before the meeting through a report from either the chief 

executive or the chairperson.    

Please note, that nothing in this standing order removes the requirement to meet the provisions of 

Part 6 of the LGA 2002 with regard to consultation and decision-making.  

9.2 Discussion of minor matters not on the agenda | Te kōrerorero i ngā take iti kāore i runga i 

te rārangi take  

A meeting may discuss an item that is not on the agenda only if it is a minor matter relating to the 

general business of the meeting and the chairperson explains at the beginning of the public part of 

the meeting that the item will be discussed. However, the meeting may not make a resolution, 

decision, or recommendation about the item, except to refer it to a subsequent meeting for further 

discussion.  

LGOIMA, s 46A(7A).  
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Tongariro Representative Group (TRG) 
Standing Committee 

Objective 

To represent and act as an advocate for the interests of the part of the wider 
Tūrangi-Tongariro Ward excluding that area within the Mana Whakahono a Rohe 
boundary as specified in the Partnership Agreement between Ngāti Tūrangitukua 
and Taupō District Council (“the area”) 

Membership 

Tūrangi-Tongariro Ward Councillor  

One (1) other Councillor 

One (1) community representative from the area of the Tūrangi-Tongariro Ward to 
the north east of State Highway 1 (excluding that area within the Mana 
Whakahono ā Rohe boundary) 

One (1) community representative from the area of the Tūrangi-Tongariro Ward to 
the north west of State Highway 1 (excluding that area within the Mana 
Whakahono ā Rohe boundary) 

One (1) Māori representative 

Mayor 

Quorum Three (3) 

Meeting frequency Every two months 

Reporting  Reports to Council  

Scope of activity 
1. Providing local input into the development of Council policy that will impact on the part of the Tūrangi-Tongariro 

Ward excluding that area within the Mana Whakahono boundary. 

2. Maintaining an overview of service delivery, operational and capital expenditure, within the Tūrangi-Tongariro 
Ward excluding that area within the Mana Whakahono boundary. 

3. Providing local input into the development and review of Council’s key planning documents such as the Long-
term Plan, Asset Management Plans, Structure Plans, Reserve Management Plans and the annual plan. 

4. Preparing an annual submission to Council’s budgetary process for expenditure within the community. 

5. Considering and reporting on all matters referred to it by Council or any matter of interest or concern to the 
area. 

6. Communicating with the community, community organisations and special interest groups within the area.  

Power to act 
The group can carry out any function that: 

1. Supports Council’s Long-term Plan and/or policy direction 

2. Is not the function or responsibility of full Council or its other standing or special Committees 

3. Is not prohibited by legislation 

4. Otherwise falls within the objectives and scope of the group 

5. External representatives appointed to the committee have full voting rights.  

6. Council delegates its powers and duties under the Acts, Regulations and policies specified above, except where 
they may not be delegated, or where they are elsewhere delegated. 

 
If any matter is of such strategic or policy importance or urgency, then, with the endorsement of the appropriate 
Chairperson or His Worship the Mayor, the matter shall be referred direct to full Council. 
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Power to recommend to Council 
Any matter or proposal that is relevant to the area that is outside of, or in conflict with, Council’s Long-term Plan 
and/or policy direction 

Delegation of powers 
This committee has no powers to sub-delegate.  

Limits on authority 
1. The Committee’s power to act pursuant to these delegations is subject to matters being related to the area. 
2. The Committee’s power to act under these delegations is subject to Council acting within the requirements of 

the Local Government Act, and where relevant, the Acts listed above and an overriding responsibility to ensure 
that its actions and decisions are always within the law. 
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